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WHAT   A   YEAR!!     
  

Reading   back   on   my   report   last   year   there   was   so   much   uncertainty   around   netball   and   were   
we   ever   going   to   get   back   on   court!    I   am   pleased   that   the   answer   was   and   is   yes!     
  

We   cannot   underestimate   the   efforts   that   have   been   made   during   the   last   12   months   by   all   
those   involved   in   the   netball   world   to   enable   netball   to   return   to   the   Court.     
  

The   main   focus   last   year   was   to   return   to   the   netball   court,   and   due   to   the   restrictions   we   
have   been   very   limited   regarding   delivery   across   all   areas   involved   in   netball,   I   hope   you   
have   read   the   reports   which   set   out   the   focuses   for   next   year,   particularly   in   respect   of   
school   netball   being   back   up   and   running!     
  

To   begin,   I   would   like   to   say   a   huge   thank   you   to   all   of   our   members,   there   was   a   real   
concern   regarding   membership   and   I   am   pleased   to   say   that   Tyne   and   Wear   members   still   
renewed   their   membership   although   everything   was   uncertain.     
  

Secondly,   a   thank   you   to   all   our   clubs   who   have   had   to   manage   restrictions,   appoint   covid   
officers,   prepare   risk   assessments   and   wash   bibs   more   times   than   you   would   ever   wash   
them   during   a   normal   season!!     Understand   there   has   been   a   lot   of   additional   work   and   
resources   compared   to   normal.     
  

Although   it   may   feel   like   the   restrictions   have   been   in   place   for   a   long   time   and   at   times   has   
been   frustrating,   we   are   grateful   that   teams,   players,   officials,   volunteers,   scorers,   timers   etc   
have   shown   an   excellent   commitment   and   seriousness   to   the   regulations   and   modifications   
to   ensure   we   could   continue   playing   the   game   we   love   in   a   safe   way.     The   outdoor   winter   
league   was   certainly   interesting   experiencing   all   4   seasons   in   1   night!    Great   thing   was   
everyone   was   still   smiling,   pleased   to   be   on   Court   again!     
  

I   personally   and   on   behalf   of   all   the   members   want   to   say   a   HUGE   thank   you   to   the   
committee   members,   especially   those   responsible   for   competition,   Liz   and   Cat,   and   
umpiring,   Beccy   Bailey   and   our   Covid   officers,   Jade   and   Cat.     Organising   the   league   during   
Covid   has   not   been   easy,   especially   with   the   last   minute   changes   announced   by   the   
Government.    The   motivation   and   dedication   of   the   committee   has   allowed   the   leagues   to   
run.    There   have   been   many   whatsapp   messages,   last   minute   meetings,   zoom   calls   with   
England   Netball,   reading   of   regulations,   messages/emails,   the   list   goes   on.     I   was   so   proud   
that   we   were   one   of   a   very   small   number   of   Counties   who   were   running   leagues   across   the   
whole   Country   at   the   earliest   point   we   were   allowed,   setting   the   example   for   the   whole   
Country.     Only   possible   by   the   work   of   everyone   involved,   amazing.       We   even   featured   in   
a   National   Newspaper,   putting   Tyne   and   Wear   on   the   map!     
  

Hannah   Larsen   has   successfully   ran   performance   sessions   by   the   power   of   zoom   and   court   
sessions   outside   when   possible,   so   a   thank   you   to   Hannah   and   all   those   who   took   part   and   
supported   players   during   these   sessions.     
  



Looking   forward   to   next   year   the   focus   will   be   to   continue   the   momentum   we   have   started   to   
build   and   support   the   delivery   of   netball   across   coaching,   officiating,   performance   and   in   
schools..    It   is   hoped   that   next   season   will   feel   “normal”   whatever   that   may   be.     A   focus   for   
the   Committee   will   be   to   develop   the   County   Strategy   (once   the   National   and   Regional   
strategies   have   been   announced   by   England   Netball)   and   also   to   focus   on   the   needs   of   the   
County   to   rebuild   netball   next   season.     
  

I   would   like   to   say   a   thank   you   to   Jade   Keepin,   safeguarding   and   Covid   officer,   and   Beccy   
Bailey,   officiating   officer,   who   have    decided   to   stand   down   this   year,   thank   you   for   your   time   
and   contribution   on   the   committee.     
  

I   would   encourage   any   members   who   have   suggestions   or   feedback   for   the   Committee   
please   let   us   know!     
  

Finally,   I   have   always   known   that   netball   is   so   much   more   than   playing   netball,   and   this   year   
more   than   ever   this   has   been   highlighted,   the   support   for   each   other   and   understanding   
across   the   netball   community   has   been   amazing,   long   may   it   continue.     
  
  
  
  
  
  


